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Parliament. The Lords sent his grace a letter to come to the House, and he returned his answer excusing his attendance, directed not to the Lord Privy Seal or Speaker of the Lords, but only to the lord Marquis of Halifax. The House voted his answer not satisfactory ; however, they thought it not advisable to pursue him too far, knowing what ill blood the imprisonment of the bishops had lately made in the body of the nation.
March 28. The Church of England party carried a second vote in favour of that Church ; and it was high time to show themselves, the dissenters not only having prevailed that the oaths in some respects made for the security of that Church, some prayer in the liturgy, and the ceremonies should be altered or dispensed with; but also it was moved in the House of Commons that there might be some alteration in the very creed.
The same day my Lord Halifax and rny Lord Nottingham moved the King in council that I might have the keeping of the manor of York. But by the underhand dealing of my Lord Danby, who had certainly pressed him in it for Alderman Waller, late Lord Mayor of York, I received a flat denial, and with this reason of unkind-ness, as my Lord Privy Seal told me, that the alderman had done something for the service of the present government, but Sir John Reresby had done nothing.
March 29. Being Good Friday, I received the sacrament with my second son Tamworth—who was then of years, to be therefore confirmed in the Church—at the new church of St. James in Jermyn Street. I received the same day the news of G-eorge, my third son, being ill of the small-pox, which gave me great apprehension, he being fatter than the rest of my children.
Some days following there were very warm, debates in both Houses of Parliament between the dissenters and those of the Church of England, the first endeavouring to carry their Act of comprehension and toleration farther